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Minutes 
 

Meeting of July 22, 2019 
 

A meeting of the Commission was conducted in New York, New York. 
 
1. Call to Order and Establishment of Quorum 
 

Executive Director Robert Williams called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 
Establishment of a quorum was noted by Acting Secretary Kristen Buckley. In 
attendance were Commissioners John Crotty, Peter Moschetti, John Poklemba, 
Jerry Skurnik and Todd Snyder. Commissioner Poklemba presided over the 
meeting. 

 
2. Consideration of Minutes for Meeting of June 10, 2019 
 

The Commission considered previously circulated draft minutes of the meeting 
conducted on June 10, 2019. The minutes were accepted as circulated. 

 
3. Rulemaking 
 

a. ADOPTION: SGC-17-19-00009-P, Pick-Six Jackpot Wager for 
Thoroughbred Racing 

 
The Commission considered the adoption of a proposed Thoroughbred 
wager to be known as the pick-six jackpot wager.  

 
ON A MOTION BY: Commissioner Crotty 
APPROVED: 5-0 

 
b. PROPOSED RULEMAKING: Thoroughbred Show Wagering 
 

The Commission considered the proposal of a revision to the thoroughbred 
pari-mutuel wagering rules regarding show wagers. 

 
ON A MOTION BY: Commissioner Skurnik 
APPROVED: 5-0  
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c. PROPOSED RULEMAKING: Veterinary Technicians  
 
The Commission considered a proposal of amendments to various rules 
that would explicitly authorize the supervised use of veterinarian 
technicians at New York racetracks.   

 
ON A MOTION BY: Commissioner Moschetti 
APPROVED: 5-0 

 
4. Adjudications 
 
 a. In the Matter of Parish American Legion Post #601 
 

The Commission, having considered this matter at a meeting conducted 
pursuant to the judicial or quasi-judicial proceedings exemption of N.Y. 
Public Officers Law § 108.1, announced that it had agreed on a 6-0 vote to 
modify the Hearing Officer’s Report and Recommendation, accepting the 
suspension recommendation but imposing a $500 fine.   

 
 b. In the Matter of Genting New York, LLC 
 

The Commission, having considered this matter at a meeting conducted 
pursuant to the judicial or quasi-judicial proceedings exemption of N.Y. 
Public Officers Law § 108.1, announced that it had agreed on a 6-0 vote to 
accept the Hearing Officer’s Report and Recommendation that the fine 
imposed be reversed.   

 
c. In the Matter of Polish Community Center of Albany, N.Y., Inc. 
 

The Commission, having considered this matter at a meeting conducted 
pursuant to the judicial or quasi-judicial proceedings exemption of N.Y. 
Public Officers Law § 108.1, announced that it had agreed on a 6-0 vote to 
accept the Hearing Officer’s Report and Recommendation imposing a 
$2,000 fine on the Center and suspend the Center’s license to conduct 
games of chance for a period of one year, but defer the imposition of such 
sanctions for a period of three years, contingent on the Center committing 
no proven violations within such probationary period. 
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5.  Old Business/New Business 
 

a. Old Business 
  

  1. Lasix Survey 
 

Director Williams provided an overview of responses to the Lasix 
study first discussed in May.  Commissioner Poklemba requested 
the comments received be appended to the minutes. 

  
b. New Business 
 

No new business was presented. 
 
6. Adjournment 
 

No next meeting was set before adjourning at 1:48 p.m. 
 

# # # 



Draft 

Attachment: Lasix Survey, Comments Received 
 







From: Scott DiDomenico
To: lot.sm.NewYorkLotteryRules
Subject: Scott Di Domenico
Date: Monday, May 20, 2019 10:10:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Kristen
I received your letter in mail about furosemide
I am admittedly against taking lasix away from our equine athletes furosemide is a necessity to most horses racing to
take away will create far more issues to the horses well being Nd there health
Sincerely
Scott Di Domenico

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:GAMINGrules@gaming.ny.gov
































































































Mrs. Kristen Buckley,        June 15, 2019 

 

We were contacted for an opinion regarding possible changes to the Furosemide (Lasix) rules in 
the state of New York.  The topic was discussed this week at the most recent board meeting of 
the Southern Tier Harness Horsemen Association here at Tioga Downs.  The take-away message 
seems to be clear … no one wants to see Lasix eliminated completely from our allowable 
medication protocols.   

There seemed to be a consensus that eliminating Lasix in the racing 2yo population could be 
considered.  Based on the rules in New York, a horse must first exhibit bleeding to be placed on 
Lasix.  Each and every time a horse bleeds, there is lung scarring that occurs, there is an 
underlying element of systemic inflammation and there is a possibility of more serious 
consequences such as anemia, infection and permanent changes to the lung field.   In order to 
place a 2yo on Lasix, it must first bleed, then be diagnosed and then be treated.  Most often in 
these young horses there is an underlying systemic/infectious cause for the bleeding (unlike 
older horses that go faster speeds, have higher pulmonary pressures and have more wear and 
tear on their lungs that predisposes them to EIPH) which should be addressed first before 
placing them on Lasix.  A 2yo simply does not have the predisposing factors mentioned above 
that warrant the use of Lasix.   Instead, they should be fully evaluated for systemic disease, 
infection and overall fitness and raceability.  And if required, they should be given time to rest, 
recover and heal rather than be placed on Lasix. 

As far as offering Lasix free races, there was overall agreement that we do not support this 
proposal.  As mentioned above, a horse is placed on Lasix only following an episode of EIPH.  It 
would be absurd to remove this preventative medication from a horse that is known to bleed 
and obviously requires it.  It opens the door for horses to potentially become injured (EIPH and 
lung scarring is a serious and unrecoverable injury.  Ask anyone with COPD or emphysema), 
potentially become sick and potentially compromise their nervous, immune and 
musculoskeletal systems as well.  Eliminating Lasix from a horse that has proven it requires the 
medication opens the door to seriously harming the wellbeing and welfare of the animal.  It 
simply does not make sense. 

Another suggestion was lowering the permissible dose of Lasix to 2.5cc.  We were unsure if this 
meant making the lowest permissible dose 2.5cc (currently stands at 3cc) or if it meant the only 
dose available would be 2.5cc.  Since we did not understand the proposed amendment, we 
could not discuss. 

The take away message we would like to share is this: 

Lasix is a PREVENTATIVE medication.  It is NOT performance enhancing.  This means it does not 
make slow horses go fast and it does not make weak horses strong.  It does not alter the natural 
ability of the horse and its use does not result in catastrophic breakdowns or systemic ailments.  



Instead, it prevents EIPH in those horses that are prone to do so.  It is similar to the grease on a 
cooking pan.  The grease is used to prevent food from sticking when cooking. If the heat applied 
during the cooking period is too high, the food will burn.  If the heat is too low, the food will 
remain raw.  But it is not the grease’s fault, it is the heat.  The grease simply prevents the food 
from sticking to the pan during the process.  Similarly, Lasix prevents the horse from bleeding.  
The track conditions, the equipment used, the conformation of the horse and the fitness 
achieved all play a role in how far, how fast and how successful the horse is.  Lasix is only 
responsible for preventing EIPH in a horse that is prone to bleeding, so why would we ever 
eliminate it?  

There are a lot of factors involving 1000lb horses moving in groups at high speed that simply 
can not be controlled.  Why on Earth would we want to eliminate one of the factors that we can 
control?  Especially since this preventative medication is beneficial to the overall health and 
welfare of the horse.  In short, we simply can not support or endorse the movement to 
eliminate race day Lasix from our allowable medication protocol. 

 

Respectfully, 

The STHHA Board of Directors and 250+ active members. 

 

Any questions or concerns can be directed toward: 
Michelle MacDougall, STHHA Director 

   
 

 


	Minutes, July 22, 2019 Draft
	Attachment Placeholder
	Lasix Comments Redacted, July 2019
	2019-05-20 Comment from Ervin Miller
	2019-05-20 Comment from Scott Di Domenico
	2019-05-21 Comment from Jeffrey Gural
	2019-05-24 Comment from Christophe Clement
	2019-05-25 Comment from Joan Taylor
	2019-05-28 Comment from William Mott
	2019-05-30 Comment from Chris Vaccaro-FLHBPA
	2019-05-30 Comment from James Gagliano-Jockey Club
	2019-05-31 Comment from Robert Vukovich-WellSpring Stables
	2019-06-02 Comment from Julie Miller
	2019-06-03 Comment from Rick Papa, HHACNY
	2019-06-05 Comment from William Wilmot
	2019-06-06 Comment from J. Appelbaum-NYTHA and T. Gallo-NYTB
	2019-06-07 Comment from Joseph Lambert-NYRA
	2019-06-20 Comment from Michelle MacDougall STHHA Board of Directors




